
Day 4 
07/13/2020 

1st Place: USBF 

Juniors 

Amber Lin  

Emma Kolesnik 

Cynthia Huang 

Helena Hsieh 

Jessie (Yichen) Cai 

Morgan Johnstone 

Jenni Carmichael 

Olivia Schireson 

 

2nd Place: Zhang 

Susan Zhang 

Vera Baum 

Qing Lu 

June Hu 

 

3rd Place: East Side, 

West Side 

Linda Marshall 

Monique Smith 

Patricia Herrera 

Connie Marfell 

Patsy Parker (NPC) 

Marie Smerjac (sub) 

 

Thanks for playing, 

everyone! 
 

Congratulations all! 
USBF Juniors Win the Gold  

 

USBF JUNIORS and ZHANG played a hard-fought 48 board final today.  
ZHANG led by 10 at the half, but USBF JUNIORS closed the gap to 1 imp 
going into the final segment.  In the end, USBF JUNIORS prevailed by 16 
imps and won our inaugural Online Women’s Teams.  Congratulations to 
these talented young players!  Also, great job to second place ZHANG 
team, who were four-handed and played every single board with no rest. 
 
EAST SIDE WEST SIDE defeated THE GATLINBURG GIRLS in the 24-board 
playoff to nab the bronze.  Both these teams also played four-handed; we 
can only imagine they are happy to finally get a break! 

Knockout Bracket 

 

 

Final and Playoff Results 

Final 1 2 3 4 Total 

Zhang (+.01) 27 25 30 20 102 

USBF Jrs 26 16 39 37 118 
      

Playoff 1 2 Total   

ESWS (+.01) 29 51 80   

Gatlinburg Girls 13 29 42   
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           Linda Marshall 

 

 

 

 

 

                June Hu 

Performance Awards 
by Dan Korbel 

Best Bidding: Tracey Bauer and Arti Bhargava 

  
In round six of the round robin, Arti Bhargava and Tracey Bauer were the only 

pair who got to the cold 7♦. After the inverted minor suit raise, Arti judged 

her hand strong enough to splinter to 4♣, bypassing a possible 3NT 

contract. Tracey cooperated with a 4♥ cuebid, and Arti jumped to 6♦, 
what she felt her hand was worth. Tracey had a lot of undisclosed extra 

values, in the form of a fifth trump, the ♠K, the doubleton heart, the ♦Q, 
and the well-fitting club holding, and decided to trust that if Arti thought she 
could make a slam, then this hand would let her make a grand slam. Very 
well judged. Congratulations, Arti and Tracey! 
 

 Best Defense: Nancy Gunn and Sarah Rothmuller 

  

Although this is the prize for best defense, the first good decision came in the 
auction, where Nancy Gunn perpetrated the “double-barreled coup” of 
opening 1NT with a singleton, and then passing her partner’s negative 
double. 
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              Janet Sherwood 

 

 

 

 

 

                Nicole Hudak 

Sara Rothmuller led her singleton diamond, and Nancy won the ♦Q to shift 

to her singleton ♣J. Sara cashed two rounds of clubs, and led the ♣T for 
her partner to overruff the dummy. Nancy shifted to a spade for another club 

overruff. Nancy now cashed the ♠A, and then went back to diamonds. 
When declarer ruffed the third round low, Sara was able to overruff with the 

♥8 and exit with a club. Nancy accurately discarded on this trick, and since 

declarer was trump tight, had to score the ♥K in the endgame. A well-
judged +1100 and a 12 IMP win against the normal +400 recorded in 3NT at 
the other table. 
 
Best Declarer Play: Helena Hsieh 

 
 

Perhaps it was youthful exuberance that landed Jessie Cai and Helena Hsieh 
in a shaky 6NT contract on this deal. However, Helena made the most of it, 
showing off her declarer play skills. Sara Rothmuller found the safe lead of 
heart, ducked by Nancy Gunn. Helena continued hearts, and Nancy won the 

♥A to switch to a diamond. Helena made no mistake: she flew up with the 

♦A, and ran all her tricks in the majors. On the final trick, Sara Rothmuller 

found herself squeezed: she could not discard the ♦K, so she had to discard 

from her ♣QJx. This meant that when Helena cashed the ♣K and ♣A, 

the ♣ QJ both dropped, and the ♣T was her twelfth trick. Very well 
played. 
 

For squeeze aficionados, it is worth noting that an opening lead of the ♣Q 

will defeat the slam, because when North gets in with the ♥A, she can play 
another club, and now the communications for the squeeze are ruined. 
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        Marion Robertson 

 

 

 

 

 

               Jenni Carmichael 

Match Highlights: Zhang vs USBF Juniors 

(Final) 

 
The finals started quietly, as five of the first six boards were pushes – then 
the fireworks began. 

 
Board 7 both tables opened 3♠ and were disappointed to hear the dreaded 
“Double, all pass” – only slightly better than “Pass, pass, double, all 
pass.”  North, June Hu, deduced that after two diamonds lived, a ruff-sluff 

seemed safe since ruffing with the ♠A would also attack declarer’s trump 
holding.  West, Morgan Johnstone, led a club up and now the contract could 
not be defeated more than two tricks as declarer’s heart loser could 
eventually be discarded on the clubs while South, Qing Lu would be ruffing 
with natural trump tricks.  In reality, June shifted to a heart, hoping to find 

her partner with the ♥A, but it was not to be.  At the other table, declarer 
failed to lead clubs in time and lost an addition heart trick – 7 imps to USBF 
JUNIORS.  Only GerriAnne Mason in the playoff match exercised caution, 
citing her 7-2-2-2 shape, vulnerability, and weak spades, and preempted 

2♠.  This did not escape the double, but it was only down 1. 
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           Patsy Parker 

 

 

 

 

                Marie Smerjac 

After two more minor swings to USBF JUNIORS, both tables declared 

4♠.  The defense took two rounds of spades and shifted to a club, covered 

and ruffed in dummy.  Morgan led the ♠K and ran the ♠J, remembering 
the takeout double Qing made earlier in the auction.  After this held, she 
recognized that drawing another round of trumps would be fatal, and now 

played ♥A, ruffed a heart, ruffed her club without cashing the ♣K, and 
ruffed a heart back to her hand.  She drew South’s last trump and played a 

low diamond, holding her breath.  When Qing won her now singleton ♦A, 
she only had clubs remaining and had to feed Morgan back into her 
hand.  +620 and 12 imps to USBF JUNIORS. 

 
ZHANG struck back on the next two boards.  June and Qing bid aggressively 

to 6♥, which is  quite a fine contract on a non-club lead, as you can afford 
to lose a heart finesse.  Morgan led her singleton, which Qing won in hand to 
take a spade ruff.  She then took an immediate heart finesse – this would 
ensure her contract as long as trumps were 3-2, since she would be able to 
win the return, draw trumps, and discard her remaining two losers on the 
diamonds.  When trumps behaved, she had 13 tricks.  11 imps back to 
ZHANG, who also picked up 11 more on the final board of the first stanza on 
a game swing to move into the lead by 1 imp. 
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             Merle Orlove 

 

 

 

 

 

               Jessie Cai 

The second segment was a series of small swings that ZHANG had the better 
of, although this board was a lost opportunity.  June declined to show her 
weak hearts since she had strong spade stoppers and responded 1NT after 

the 1♠ overcall.  Cynthia innocently raised to 2♠ and Qing reversed to 

3♦.  Morgan competed to 3♠, and now with her partner showing extra 
values, no fit for partner, and what looks like two tricks against spades, June 

might have doubled 3♠.  3♠ was down 3 on routine defense, and still a 
small pickup when the other table showed hearts and got too high with the 
N/S cards. 
 

 
ZHANG started the third quarter with a bang- South, Vera Baum, judged her 

hand to be suit oriented and got her side to the 4♥ game.  Hearts broke 
badly but spades were friendly, and that was enough to make the 
contract.  At the other table, South, Olivia Schireson, showed her 5-6 shape, 
and North, Jenni Carmichael, selected 3NT since there was no known fit.  It’s 
not clear anyone did anything wrong, but 3NT had no play and drifted down 
two.  

 
I recommend after 2♣, that East elects to splinter with 3♠ – this will 

definitely get West excited enough to just keycard.  Cynthia chose to bid 3♣ 
but refused to let the auction die in 3NT with her prime 5-5 hand.  After a 
cuebidding sequence, she bid keycard herself and drove their side to the very 

good 6♣ slam and a 13 imp pickup. 
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Meet the Players: 

Monique Smith 

 

Team: East Side, West Side 

Playing bridge for: “Since I 
was 12.  My parents and all 
the neighbors taught me – 
they wanted me as a 4th or 
8th” 

Favorite Convention:  Fit 
Showing Jumps, “amazing 
how many underpointed 
games and slams you can 
reach!” 

Best nonbridge talent: “I 
play acoustic folk guitar” 

Dogs or cats? 

 “DOGS!! My mom thought I 
harbored an extra dog 
gene.” 

Random trivia: “I’m a 
serious baker – roughly 30 
loaves have gone out to 
friends/family since Covid” 

Favorite ice cream: 

Coffee 

 
Like a match between two prize fighters duking it out, the hits kept 

coming.  Both tables reached 4♠ on this deal.  The most challenging 

defense is ♥A-K.  Declarer should decide to play on clubs to establish her 
long suit – clubs requires only a 3-2 break while diamonds requires a much 
lower percentage 3-3 break.  However, she must play clubs before drawing 

trumps.  I recommend ruffing the second heart and playing ♣A and a club 
immediately – if the clubs are 4-1, you may be able to also ruff one with 

dummy’s trumps.  When Vera made 4♠, this was 11 imps to the ZHANG 
team. 
 

 
Can you imagine if partner opens 2NT and you hold the South hand?  Olivia 

started with a transfer, and June doubled.  When Jenni leaped to 4♥, this 

was even more good news.  However, after the double of 3♦, Olivia knew 

she needed to check on a diamond control.  She cuebid 4♠, and when Jenni 

responded back with a 5♦ cuebid, this was all the impetus she needed to 

blast to 7♥.  Well bid, and a well deserved 17 imps to USBF JUNIORS. 
 

ZHANG started the final quarter up 1, but quickly picked up a game swing 
when the wrong game was bid at the other table.  Then, board 5: 
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Meet the Players: 

Bonnie Wood 

 

Team: Gatlinburg Girls 

Fantasy Mixed 
Partner: “still my 
longtime partner Ken 
Hoy.  We have been 
playing together about 
16 years now” 

Best nonbridge talent: 

Golf- can’t get enough 
of it 

Cats or dogs? “I so 
love my Labrador 
Daisy.  We competed 
in dog sport Flyball for 
about 5 years”  

Random Trivia: “I love 
to quilt – I have quilts 
everywhere and am 
constantly working on 
another” 

Favorite ice cream: 

Rocky Road 

 
 

 
After Cynthia opened 1♠ with the East cards (I would too, of course), 3NT 
was inevitable.  Despite only have 23 points, the good spots and friendly 
heart layout make this contract difficult to defeat.  Had June led from her five 

card suit, the hand would be over shortly, but she chose the ♦8 to lead 

through dummy.  Qing ducked the ♦A, and then when Morgan led another 
diamond, Qing made the critical play of ducking again.  Now declarer was 
unable to establish three diamond tricks and finished down 1.  A hard-earned 
five imps to ZHANG when the other table stopped in a partscore. 
 

 
This was the board that decided the match.  Both tables did well to bid to 

6♣, the best slam.  Both Wests led their singleton diamond. The most 
straightforward line here is probably to just ruff a diamond high at trick 2- 
catering to the 4-1 diamond split.  Yes, if trumps break 4-0, you will go down, 
but assuming the lead was from a singleton diamond, all other lines require a 
lot more handling.  Sometimes simple is best.   
 

Both Souths led a club to the ♣A as the first play.  Then both Souths played 
a heart – here, Vera won and hoping to give her partner a trump promotion, 
returned a diamond.  Olivia smartly ruffed high, and drew trumps ending in 
dummy to take the rest.  At the other table, Cynthia decided that a trump 
promotion was unlikely and returned a spade, hoping to discourage declarer 
from taking the finesse.  It worked - declarer rejected the finesse and now 
lacked the entries to establish diamonds.    
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Meet the Players: 

Susan Zhang 

 

Team: Zhang 

Playing bridge for:  5 
years seriously 

Favorite Convention: 
“2- Way New Minor 
Forcing, which can 
describe the hands 
precisely in strength 
and shape” 

Best Nonbridge Talent:  

“I have many hobbies, 
music, photography, 
golf, water sports, 
travels, etc.” 

Favorite place you 
have traveled to: 
“Tuscany, Italy remains 
the top” 

Cats or dogs?  “love 
dogs” 

Favorite ice cream: 

Coffee 
 

This was a huge 16 imp swing.  Had 6♣ been made at both tables, the 
match would have tied and ZHANG would have won on the carryover.  Wow! 
 
It was a great and exciting finals- both teams played tough and either would 
have deserved the win.   
 

 

 

Thanks everyone… 

 
We have now come to the end of our time together here.  I hope you all 
enjoyed playing bridge for the past four days and made some new friends 
that we can encounter face to face in 2021.  
 
My goal was to put on a fun but serious event for everyone, and thanks to 
you all, I think this was successful.  Everyone was so friendly and gracious 
even in the midst of heated competition.  I saw several times people 
compliment their opponents when they made a good bid or a great play.  
Winning is nice, but I think being kind and respectful is more important in the 
long run – and you were all exemplary competitors in that regard. 
 
Special thanks to Tracey Bauer who helped tremendously with advertising 
the event.   
 
Also thanks to my husband, Daniel Korbel, who helped look through hands 
and write articles for the bulletin (as I hope you’ve read!) and also cooked 

dinner and walked the dog for the past four days. 😊 
 
I hope I will be able to do this again, or something similar in the future.   
 
Until next time,  

Sylvia Shi 
 

 


