
Day 1 
07/10/2020 

Match Schedule 

For Round Robin 

(all times PDT) 

 

Saturday 7/11 

9:00 AM -10:00 AM 

10:10 AM – 11:10 AM 

11:20 AM – 12:20 PM 

Break 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

2:10 PM – 3:10 PM 

 
 

The Battle Begins 
East Side, West Side Dominate 

First Day  
 

It was a tough schedule filled with lots of bridge and thankfully, very few 

director calls 😊, but we are through the first day.  The ladies from EAST 
SIDE, WEST SIDE had a great start.  They are almost a full match ahead of 
second, losing to noone, and only tying to current second place team 
ZHANG.   

We are a little over halfway in the Round Robin stage, but with 8 teams 
qualifying to the knockout stage, it’s still anyone’s game.   You can check 
live scores at our website: https://www.onlinewomensbridge.com/ 

Tomorrow there will be five matches.  After the matches, if your team 
finishes in first or second, please be available to choose your opponent 
for the knockout stage. 

 

Round Robin So Far… 
  

 

 

Don’t forget to submit candidates for 

performance awards! 
 
Remember, we are accepting submissions for the categories of “Best 
Declared”  “Best Defense ” and “Best Bidding.”  You can nominate 
yourself, your partner, or even your opponents.  Send all nominations to 
onlinewbtt@gmail.com  

https://www.onlinewomensbridge.com/
mailto:onlinewbtt@gmail.com
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          Jane McLaughlin 

 

 

 

 

 

                Sigrid Price 

Board Highlights 
by Dan Korbel 

 
The most exciting board in the second round was almost certainly this doozy: 
  
In THE DIAMONDS vs GATLINGIRLS, Jane McLaughlin and Prue Saunders had 
a successful auction that was repeated at a number of tables. The spotlight 

shifted to GerriAnne Mason, who led a normal-looking ♣J (that’s what I 
would have led, so shows what I know). Jane played unerringly, and the 
defense could only come to 3 tricks: +620 
 

At the other table, Sigrid Price, also defending against 4♥, found the truly 

inspired lead of the ♥Q(!). This was devastating, as declarer could no longer 
ruff anything in the dummy, and in fact declarer did well to go down only 
one.  12 sparkling IMPs to THE DIAMONDS. 
  
In EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE vs. ROBINSON, Monique Smith also played 4!H, and 

made an overtrick on the ♠A lead. At the other table, the ROBINSON pair 

had an accident to languish in 4♣ which failed by 3 tricks: 14 IMPs to ESWS. 
  

In CALLAHAM vs SOKKS, the CALLAHAM declarer played 4♥ on a club lead, 
but made the mistake of trying to draw trumps immediately by leading a 
heart to dummy’s King. A heart was returned, and the best declarer could do 
was drift down 1 trick. 
However, all was well for CALLAHAM, as July Ratley also found the killing lead 

of the ♥Q against 4♥. Accurate defense now defeated the contract two 
tricks, for +200 and a 3 IMP gain. Wow! 
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                Bonnie Gelles 

 

 

 

             Helena Hsieh 

In USBF JUNIORS vs NYC, more IMPs changed hands. Stephannie Culbertson 

and Bonnie Gelles bid efficiently to 4♥, which made an overtrick on the ♦9 
lead. At the other table, the juniors had a little accident in the auction: North 
bid 4NT, intending this as RKC for hearts,  while South was not on the same 
wavelength and passed. 4NT was not a success, as only 9 tricks were taken; 
13 IMPs to NYC. 
 
And finally, in BEST COAST vs GOLDEN GATE BRIDGIES, this board was a 
routine push (yawn), both declarers Sara Foster and Arti Bhargava making 

short work of 4♥ (they were spared the killing trump lead). 
 
Round 6 had a couple of explosive deals, especially the last board of the day 
(you know the one I’m talking about). 
 
Let’s start with Board 3: 

 

This hand is a great example of why it’s a good idea to play inverted minors. 

At many tables, North had to jump to 3NT over her partner’s 1♦ opening 
bid for fear of missing game. South was hamstrung, not knowing about the 

great diamond fit opposite. If the auction begins 1♦ – P – 2♦ (limit or 
better), then South is much better placed. 
 
Once partner gives a limit or better raise of diamonds, the South hand is 

strong enough that it should explore for contracts other than 3NT. 5♦ is 
unlikely to go down when South is this strong, so South can risk going past 
3NT in order to explore for slam. 
 

Getting to 7♦ is very difficult, because it’s really hard to exchange enough 
information that either North or South could confidently go.  
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             Arti Bhargava 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Linda Robinson 

 
My recommended auction: 

1♦ – P – 2♦* - P 

2♠ – P – 2NT – P 

3♥ – P – 4♣- P 

4NT – P – 5♠ – P 

5NT – P – 6♦ – P 
 
North is not worried that her partner will pass 2NT, as they have the 
agreement that an inverted minor raise forces to 3 of the minor. 
 
Once South bids 3 suits, North knows South is probably short in clubs and 

likes her hand a lot for slam. So, North cuebids 4♣. South takes over with 
4NT, and confirms all the keycards with 5NT. If North is feeling confident, she 

can show the ♠K by bidding 6♠ over 5NT, and this would surely lead to 

7♦, an amazing result. But, even getting to 6♦ was enough to win IMPs in 
most of the matchups. 
 

Only Tracey Bauer and Arti Bhargava managed to get to 7♦. Well done! 
 
Alright, onto one of the wildest hands that most of you sitting East will ever 
pick up. Board 9: 

  

East/West are cold for 7♠ or 7NT, but it’s not easy to bid. Only three pairs 
out of twelve managed to get there. 
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        GerriAnne Mason 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Martha Keller 

First, let’s review what a jump rebid means, when you are already in a 2/1 
game forcing auction. If you jump rebid your suit, you are telling your partner 
that your suit is solid and you like your hand. Effectively, you are setting your 
suit as trumps. Partner is expected to cuebid for you over this, unless they 
really hate their hand.  So, assuming N/S stay quiet, the auction should begin 

:  1♠ – P – 2♦ – P – 3♠ – P - ? 

  
Over this, holding 3 aces, West can surely cuebid for her partner. I would 

recommend the cheapest cuebid, 4♣. Now, East can cuebid 4♦, hoping to 

hear a 4♥ cuebid. West should oblige by cuebidding 4♥, and now East can 
take over. Personally, I would bid RKC if I were East, hoping to hear the magic 
3 Aces response, which would allow me to bid 7. I know, I know, you’re not 
supposed to bid RKC holding a void, but in this case I don’t really see anything 
better to do. 
  
If West chooses instead to RKC at some point, she must be careful to 

continue with 5NT over the 5♠ response, confirming that her side has all 

the keycards. East can now count 10 spades, 3 aces, and the ♦K for at least 
14 top tricks and leap majestically to 7NT.  
 
Janet Sherwood and GerriAnne Mason had almost this exact auction, except 

that Janet misclicked on her response to 4NT, responding 5♥ (2 keycards, 

without the queen of trumps). When her partner bid 6♠ anyway, she 
reasoned that GerriAnne must have all the keycards, since one doesn’t 
normally bid a slam missing a keycard and the queen of trumps. Therefore, 

Janet was able to correct her earlier mistake and raised herself to 7♠ 
anyway. Nice! 
  

The next successful 7♠ bidders, Martha Keller and Marion Robertson, 

started by opening the East hand 2♣. At some point, Martha (East) bid RKC 
for spades, and it was smooth sailing after hearing about the three keycards 
opposite. 
 

If the opponents compete, the auction is a lot harder, of course. I wouldn’t 

expect to be able to get to 7♠ sensibly if the auction is at 5♣ by the time it 
gets back to you holding the East cards, but I think I would take a shot by 

jumping to 6♠ over 5♣ and hoping for the best. If East wants to be 

scientific, she can try cuebidding 6♣ over 5♣, but West won’t really be 
sure what East is doing or what trumps are. 
 

The final table who got to 7♠ had a competitive auction. N/S sacrificed in 

7♣ over 6♠, which was a great sacrifice, except for one fatal flaw: Evelyn 

Holtz and Sigrid Price now bid 7♠ over it. If only bidding 8♣ was allowed! 
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             Anne Keyser 

 

 

 

 

            Patricia Herrera 

Featured Match: ESWS vs NYC (RR4) 
by Sylvia Shi 

After three matches, EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE was cruising along with 55 VPs 
and NYC LADIES could not afford a big loss to this strong team.   
 

 
NYC LADIES picked up a small swing on the very first board.  After South, 

Monique Smith, opened 1NT, Mee Warren, West, came in with 2♠, spades 
and a minor.  Linda Marshall, North, was able to wheel out a fancy 
convention: Better Minor Lebensohl.  This is similar to regular Lebensohl 

except rather than force partner to bid 3♣, it asks partner to pick between 
clubs and diamonds – perfect for her competitive 5-4 minors hand.  Alas, 

Monique was 3-2 in the minors and with no fit, 3♣ failed by two tricks.  At 
the other table, West, Connie Marfell, either lacked the methods to enter the 
auction or decided against it – whatever the case, 1NT was cold.  5 imps to 
NYC LADIES. 
  

 
Board 4 provided the next big swing.  Both tables reached the normal 3NT 
contract on a low spade lead.  This is a tricky hand because there are lots of 
options for where to get additional tricks, and none of them are great.  At 
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               Mee Warren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Suzanne Cook 

one table, East, Nicole Hudak, decided to test clubs first and perhaps force 
the opponents to make a tough discard.  Unfortunately, this complicated the 
entry situation and she misguessed in the three-card end position to go down 
one.  At the other table, East, Patricia Herrera attacked diamonds 
immediately.  When South won and shifted to a heart, the hand was 
over.  Patricia led up again in diamonds and had nine tricks when the clubs 
broke.  12 imps to EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE. 

  

Linda and Monique are playing Precision, which helped on board 5.  Linda 

systemically rebid 2♦, and knowing that her partner was limited and they 
had a misfit, Monique leapt to the cozy 3NT contract.  At the other table, 

North, Allison Rudary, rebid 2♣.  Her partner had no choice but to 
investigate slam opposite a standard opener and a known fit.  They stopped 

in 5♣, which would have been fine on most days and at many other tables, 

but Patricia got off to the killing trump lead.  When Connie won the ♥A and 
continued trumps, the contract was inevitably down one.  Another 
vulnerable game swing to EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE – could NYC LADIES recover? 
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Meet the Players: 

Judi Callaham 

 

Team: Callaham 

Favorite Convention:  
Leaping Michaels 

Fantasy Mixed Partner:  

Billy Miller, “have 
always loved him” 

Dogs or cats? 

“Definitely dogs 
although I now feed 3 
stray cats and have a 33 
year-old bird  

Random Trivia: was a 
court reporter for 14 
years, has been married 
4 times – “Everyone 
makes mistakes!” 

Favorite ice cream: 

Rocky Road 

 
 

They certainly fought back on board 7.  After passing, Mee invited opposite 
her partner’s fourth seat opener with her prime 11-count and Nicole was 
happy to bid the cold game.  At the other table, both Patricia and Connie 
took conservative views of their hands and stopped in a club partial. 

 
  

The next board went even worse for EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE.  After a 1♥ 

opener and a 2♠ preempt, Mee raised competitively to 3♥.  Linda leapt to 

4♠, and Nicole judged to go on to 5♥.  She was rewarded with her 

partner’s great dummy and +450.  At the other table, Connie jumped to 4♥ 

over 2♠, and Allison bid the same 4♠.  Patricia elected to pass, perhaps 

uncertain of her partner’s strength.  4♠ can be defeated one trick, but 
when clubs were not led in time, South, Rachael Moller scored up +420 – a 
double game swing for the NYC LADIES. 
  
NYC LADIES were up by 1 going into the last board, but lost 6 imps on a 
nonvulnerable game swing.  EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE won by 5 and remained 
undefeated, while NYC LADIES kept their qualification hopes alive with the 
small loss. 
 
 
 

 



9 
 

Meet the Players: 

Olivia Schireson 

 

Team: USBF Juniors 

Playing Bridge for: 

4 or 5 years casually, 
“2-ish years seriously” 

Favorite Convention:  
5NT pick a slam 

Best Nonbridge Talent:  

“Annoying my parents 
(specifically my dad)” 

Favorite place you 
have traveled to: 

Hawaii  

Random Trivia: “I’m 15 
and once went +350, 
3NT non-vul down 7” 

Favorite ice cream: 

Mint Chip 
 

Butlers Leaders Day 1(cumulative) 
 
                                               Butler          Team             Boards Played 

Lmarshall - 

Monique10 1.54 ESWS 54 

pwqn - bulock 1.13 ESWS 54 

aa_00 - queenqing 0.98 Zhang 54 

westwanda- 

mmemanager 0.96 GGB 27 

masong - JanetSher 0.87 GatlinGirls 54 

moga321 - 

moonbeam42 0.78 USBF Jrs 27 

JulyR - Humboldt2 0.78 Callaham 54 

ruffxsluff - evie44 0.74 Diamonds 54 

alixtay - josecuervo 0.61 Robinson 27 

moga321 - oschireson 0.59 USBF Jrs 27 

hellerbl - bonniewood 0.5 GatlinGirls 54 

alaskabird - 

mommafish 0.37 SOKKS 27 

ngunn - saraemily 0.32 Gunn 54 

judican - clt1036 0.28 Callaham 54 

spero2 -sfmjk 0.19 GGB 27 

cricket75 - lrowe 0.13 Best Coast 54 

alobar19 - obliviator 0.11 NYC Ladies 9 

kipk - mommafish 0.11 SOKKS 27 

spero2 - sallyfos 0.07 GGB 27 
 

 

 

The butler is a representation of how many imps you won (or lost) on 
average per board.  If you would like to see your butler that is not listed here 
or get your butler for a specific match, please email onlinewbtt@gmail.com 

 

mailto:onlinewbtt@gmail.com

